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ABSTRACT 
Background 
Upper gastrointestinal (GI) diseases are common, but there is a paucity of data describing 
variations by ethnic group and so a lack of understanding of potential health inequalities. We 
studied the incidence of specific upper GI hospitalisation and death by ethnicity in Scotland. 
Methods 
Using the Scottish Health and Ethnicity Linkage Study (SHELS), linking NHS hospitalisations and 
mortality to the Scottish Census 2001, we explored ethnic differences in incidence (2001-2010) 
of oesophagitis, peptic ulcer disease, gallstone disease and pancreatitis. Risk ratios (RRs) and 
95% confidence intervals (CI) were calculated using Poisson regression, multiplied by 100, 
stratified by sex and adjusted for age, country of birth and socio-economic position. The White 
Scottish population (100) was the reference population. 
Results 
Ethnic variations varied by outcome and sex e.g. adjusted RRs (95% CIs) for oesophagitis were 
comparatively higher in Bangladeshi women (209; 124-352) and lower in Chinese men (65; 51-
84) and women (69; 55-88). For peptic ulcer disease, RRs were higher in Chinese men (171; 
131-223). Pakistani women had higher RRs for gallstone disease (129; 112-148) and 
pancreatitis (147; 109-199). The risks of upper GI diseases were lower in Other White British 
and Other White (e.g. for peptic ulcer disease in men respectively (74; 64-85) and (81; 69-94)). 
Conclusion 
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Risks of common upper GI diseases were comparatively lower in most White ethnic groups in 
Scotland. In non-White groups, however, risk varied by disease and ethnic group. These results 
require consideration in health policy, service planning and future research. 
Keywords 
Ethnicity, oesophagitis, peptic ulcer disease, gallstone disease, pancreatitis. 
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INTRODUCTION 
Gastrointestinal (GI) disease is the most common cause of hospital admission in the UK (1) and 
the overall burden of upper GI diseases has increased in past decades, particularly the 
incidence of pancreatitis, gallstone-related disease and upper GI haemorrhage (1). Although 
peptic ulcer disease incidence in most age groups has decreased in the UK, this has increased 
in elderly people, associated with higher use of ulcerogenic drugs (2;3). Peptic ulcer disease, 
upper GI haemorrhage and acute pancreatitis are more common in Scotland than in southern 
England (1;4;5). 
Whilst differences by ethnicity are known to exist for many chronic diseases such as coronary 
heart disease and common cancers (6-9), such differences in upper GI diseases are seldom 
studied in Europe. Previous studies have also been hampered by using country of birth as a 
proxy for ethnicity and looking at small hospital-based populations for single disease outcomes 
(10;11). We have published our findings on ethnic differences in lower GI diseases (12) but to 
date, no known published studies have assessed ethnic variations in a range of upper GI 
diseases. Using the Scottish health and ethnicity linkage study (SHELS), linking NHS 
hospitalisations and mortality to the Scottish Census 2001 (13), we explored ethnic differences 
in the incidence of specific upper GI hospitalisation and death in Scotland from May 2001 to 
April 2010. We selected specific upper GI diseases with more than 1000 hospitalisations per 
year to ensure sufficient numbers for an analysis by ethnicity i.e. oesophagitis, peptic ulcer 
disease, gallstone disease and pancreatitis (available for gastritis as supplementary analysis as 
it was not primary i.e. less severe and linked to peptic ulcer disease). We hypothesised ethnic 
differences in White and non-White minority ethnic groups with a lower incidence in Other 
White British compared to White Scottish. Hypotheses about the causes of common upper GI 
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disorders exist, but are limited, and exploring ethnic variations by upper GI disease outcomes 
could potentially reduce inequalities and improve causal understanding. 
METHODS 
Linkage 
The methods of the SHELS retrospective cohort study have been published in detail (9;13). 
Using probability matching, 95% of the Census 2001 records were matched to the unique 
national (Scotland) health identifier, the Community Health Index (CHI), allowing linkage to 
hospitalisation and death data for 4.65 million. Following a strict protocol of data security and 
anonymity, health records for gastrointestinal diseases up to 2010 were extracted, linked to 
the Census and made available without identifiers in a safe haven at National Records Scotland 
(NRS) to named researchers with appropriate clearance and training. 
Data 
We used self-reported ethnicity (14 categories), country of birth (categorised as born in the UK 
and born outside the UK), age, sex and 8 socio-economic indicators (as specified previously 
(14)) from the 2001 Scottish Census.  
To enable sufficient numbers for analysis by ethnicity, we selected four upper GI diseases with 
more than 1000 hospitalisations per year namely (ICD10 codes): oesophagitis (K20 to K23), 
peptic ulcer diseases (K25 to K28), gallstone disease (K80 to K83) and pancreatitis (K85 to K87). 
The corresponding ICD-9 codes were used to identify events prior to 1999. 
Small numbers and disclosure issues 
Analysis and output production, followed the NRS Disclosure Control Guidance for SHELS and 
were reviewed by the Disclosure Committee before being released to researchers. According 
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to the guidance, where the number of events was five and below, data were excluded or 
aggregated e.g. for peptic ulcer diseases and gallstone disease, we aggregated Bangladeshi 
with Other South Asian group and joined Caribbean, African and Other Black into one group 
named ‘African origin’. For pancreatitis, the only non-White minority ethnic groups with non 
disclosive numbers were Indian and Pakistani. 
Statistical analysis 
We analysed incident events selecting first hospitalisation or death (with no event for the 
same diagnosis in the previous 10 years) between May 2001 and April 2010. Each specific 
disease was identified if there was a record of hospitalisation with at least one relevant 
diagnosis (up to six recorded) or a record of a relevant cause of death (up to 11 recorded). 
We calculated the number of person-years (PY) at risk of first event over the period of interest 
(9 years) and adjusted for any death, transfer out of the NHS Scotland or first event. 
We calculated age adjusted rates per 100,000 PY and relative risks (RRs) of first event with 95% 
confidence intervals (CI) using Poisson regression models with robust. We stratified by sex, 
adjusted for age and subsequently country of birth (COB). We followed the methods described 
previously (14) to explore the association between the outcome and eight socio-economic 
indicators across ethnic group and sex. As it was available widely (0% missing data) and 
associated consistently with a first upper GI event across ethnic groups and sex (Web appendix 
table 1), we further adjusted our analysis for the Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation (SIMD) 
as a proxy for socioeconomic status. Analysis was restricted to adults (20 years old and over). 
Comparing to White Scottish men and women, we focussed on the results where the 95% CIs 
did not include the reference value (100). 
Data were analysed using SAS V 9.3 (SAS Institute Inc, Cary, North Carolina, USA). 
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Ethics 
The study was approved by the Multicentre Research Ethics Committee for Scotland (reference 
11/MRE00/4) and the Privacy Advisory Committee (PAC). The ethical and other permissions 
and related issues have been reported in detail (9;13), including an independent assessment 
by an ethicist (15). 
 
RESULTS 
Hospitalisations and deaths 
We identified 313,636 patients with any incident upper GI hospitalisation or death linked to 
the Scottish Census 2001. With nine years of follow-up and 29 million PY at risk, we found 
102,706 incident cases of oesophagitis, 44,612 of peptic ulcer disease, 87,556 of gallstone 
disease and 17,177 of pancreatitis. Most incident events were hospitalisations; the proportion 
of incident events identified through death records ranged from 0.3% for oesophagitis to 2.0% 
for pancreatitis. 
Characteristics of the study population 
The ethnic distribution of our linked Census 2001 population was similar to the general Census 
population (Web appendix table 2) with an 89% White Scottish majority, 9% other White 
ethnic groups and 2% non-White ethnic groups. While most Scottish, Irish and Other British 
were born in the UK (95% to 99%) as well as people from any Mixed Background (75%), it was 
mixed for all other ethnic groups (34% to 61%). White Scottish, White Irish, Other South Asian 
and individuals of African origin were more likely to live in more deprived areas in Scotland, 
whereas the Other White British, Other White, Indian and Chinese ethnicities were more likely 
to live in the least deprived areas.  
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Incident upper GI events were identified on average at a younger age for non-White minority 
ethnic groups (from 48 to 53 years old) compared to White groups (from 59 to 64 years old). 
Oesophagitis 
For oesophagitis in men, the age-adjusted RRs were higher in White Irish, Pakistani, 
Bangladeshi and Black Scottish or Other Black men (Table 1). This excess risk was much 
diminished on adjustment for COB and SIMD in Irish men. Risks were lower in Chinese and 
Other White men. Differences diminished on adjustment for Other White men. In women, age-
adjusted RRs were higher in Indian, Pakistani and Bangladeshi (two fold higher) groups and 
lower in Other White British, Other White, African and Chinese groups. RRs did not change 
much on adjustment for SIMD and COB. 
Peptic ulcer disease and gastritis 
For peptic ulcer disease in men, RRs were higher in White Irish, Other South Asian and Chinese 
and lower in Other White British, Other White, Pakistani and African origin groups (Table 2). 
The excess risk in White Irish men diminished on adjustment for COB and SIMD. In women, RRs 
were higher in White Irish and Other South Asian ethnicities and lower in Other White British, 
Other White and Indian ethnicities with an attenuation of differences for White Irish and 
Indian women on adjustment for COB and SIMD. 
RRs for gastritis (Web Appendix table 3) were higher in Indian men, Bangladeshi men and 
Pakistani men and women and lower in Other White British and Other White ethnicities. 
Gallstone disease 
For gallstone disease in men, RRs were higher in Chinese men and lower in Indian and Other 
South Asian men, which remained on adjustment for COB and SIMD for Chinese men (Table 3). 
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In women, RRs were higher in Pakistani and White Irish groups with little change on 
adjustment for Pakistani women. 
Pancreatitis 
For pancreatitis in men, RRs were higher in White Irish men and lower in Other White British 
men (Table 4). The excess risk in Irish men diminished with adjustment for COB and SIMD. In 
women, RRs were higher in Pakistani group and lower in women of Other White British and 
Other White ethnicities. Further adjustment for COB and SIMD attenuated the lower risk in 
Other White British women. 
 
DISCUSSION 
Principal findings 
Our analysis in the Scottish population has shown interesting variations between ethnic groups 
for oesophagitis, peptic ulcer disease, gallstone disease and pancreatitis, seen among both 
White and non-White minority groups. In White groups, adjustment for socio-economic status 
and country of birth diminished the differences observed in White Irish and other white British 
men mainly, whereas there was less attenuation on adjustment in non-White groups. 
Strengths and limitations 
Ethnic variations in upper GI diseases have rarely been studied in the UK (1;4;5;10;11;16). Due 
to a lack of reliable ethnicity information, previous studies have used country of birth as a 
proxy (10). SHELS has enabled us to study those diseases based on the self-reported ethnicity 
in Scotland. The strengths and weaknesses of SHELS have been considered in detail and 
published (7;13). 
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A main strength of SHELS is to provide self-defined ethnicity for 4.65 million people, who 
completed the Scottish Census 2001. The linkage to nine years of hospitalisations and deaths 
has given robust power to study variation in specific upper GI diseases in most, but not all, 
minority ethnic groups in Scotland. Our study has shown varied risks between White Scottish 
and non-White ethnic groups as well as within the White ethnic groups. Our approach, using 
adjusted person-years (PY) has reduced the potential bias due to loss to follow-up. Linking to 
the 2001 Census enabled the use of covariates, such as country of birth and socioeconomic 
status. However, data on Helicobacter pylori (H. Pylori) infection, nonsteroidal anti-
inflammatory drugs (NSAIDs), diet, anthropometrics and other environmental risk factors were 
not available. 
There was incomplete linkage (85% to 95% for ethnic groups) with the risk that some minority 
ethnic groups may be under-represented in the SHELS cohort. Furthermore, limited number of 
events in some groups may lead to wide confidence intervals and type 2 statistical errors. The 
interpretation requires knowledge of the number of tests done, however, there may be 
differences that we did not observe or highlight due to small numbers, which in part may 
counterbalance the risk of type 1 statistical error. Hospitalisations and deaths were combined 
as per our prior data analysis plan, which specified that stratified analysis would take place if 
deaths comprise 20% or more of the total outcomes. 
There may be a lack of accuracy in the self-reporting of ethnic groups as well as in recording 
upper GI diagnoses on hospital discharge records and cause of death on mortality records. 
However, whilst the incidence of upper GI disease could be underestimated (or overestimated) 
due to misclassification, it is unlikely to affect one ethnic group more than another. Differences 
in health-seeking behaviour may exist between ethnic groups, which might be symptom 
related e.g. lag time before consulting a doctor about abdominal symptoms or being referred 
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for investigations. If so, we might expect consistency in the patterns e.g. if the Chinese were 
low users of health care, they may have low hospitalisation risks for all outcomes. This was 
not, however the case: peptic ulcer risks were high while other risks were low. Nevertheless, 
while the variation in patterns by outcome suggests differences in the incidence of disease 
between different ethnic groups, we acknowledge that differential use of healthcare for 
diagnosis or treatment in primary care or hospital is an important factor in shaping the 
patterns. 
Findings in relation to the literature 
Oesophagitis 
Gastro-oesphageal reflux diseases (shortened to GORD or GERD) are usually undiagnosed, 
even in primary care, hence it is less likely to be recorded for hospitalisations. Some of the 
ethnic differences in oesophagitis may be due to differences in health seeking behaviours, eg, 
if certain ethnic groups present more readily with reflux symptoms than others. For example, a 
time-trends study in the Netherlands found increased rates of reflux oesophagitis in Turkish 
migrants compared to native Dutch from 1992 to 2009 (17). Systematic reviews showed that 
GORD symptoms and oesophagitis prevalence are higher in western countries compared to 
eastern countries, which fits with our finding of lower risks in the Chinese population (18;19). 
Several population and hospital-based studies have reported oesophagitis (including pre-
malignant Barrett’s oesophagus) as more common in White populations than Asians and Afro-
Caribbean in both the UK and USA (11;16;20;21), which is thought to be related to a protective 
higher rate of H. pylori in non-White groups (22). Our finding of higher risk of oesophagitis in 
the Pakistani and Bangladeshi populations needs to be interpreted cautiously and requires 
replication in other large multi-ethnic population studies. Moderately lower oesophagitis risks 
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in Other White populations have not previously been published and require further 
exploration in epidemiological studies. 
Peptic ulcer disease and Gastritis 
Few studies report ethnic differences in peptic ulcer hospitalisation and death internationally. 
Our study adds to observations on the differences in peptic ulcer hospitalisation between 
England and Scotland between 1958 and 1972 (4) and higher peptic ulcer death rates in 
Scottish and Irish migrants in England and Wales in between 1999 and 2003 (10). Compared to 
the reference White Scottish group, our data suggests a lower risk of peptic ulcer in Other 
White British and a similar risk in White Irish i.e. Scottish and Irish populations appear to have 
a similar risk after adjustment for socio-economic status and country of birth. 
Our study broadly corroborates other international studies which have assessed ethnic 
variations in peptic ulcer disease. In the USA, rates of hospitalisation for peptic ulcer disease 
have been reported to be higher in Blacks and minority ethnic groups compared to Whites in 
1998 (23). A study in the United Arab Emirates (UAE) focussing on perforated peptic ulcer 
found the highest hospitalisation rates in Bangladeshi and Indian compared to people of Arab 
origin (24). Increased risk of peptic ulcer disease in the Chinese population have been found in 
cities such as Hong Kong compared to northern Chinese cities (5). Increased rates of H. Pylori 
have also been reported in Chinese ethnicities compared to reference populations in Malaysia 
and Singapore (25;26). In Scotland, there was a higher risk of peptic ulcer disease in Other 
South Asians including Bangladeshi populations and in Chinese. However, in contrast, we 
found the risk of peptic ulcer admission to be lower in men of African origin. 
Whether the differences in Scottish, Irish, Other White British and non-White ethnic groups 
reported are caused by differences in H. pylori seroprevalence (28) or NSAID usage continues 
to be not well understood and remains an important area of future study. 
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Gastritis is strongly linked to risk factors for peptic ulcer disease and our supplementary 
analysis show that there are South Asian ethnic groups which appear to be more prone to this. 
Limited data, from a Malaysian study (H. Pylori rates in ulcer, gastritis, duodenitis and non-
ulcer dyspepsia at endoscopy were the highest in Bangladeshi and then in Indian and Chinese 
groups compared to Malay) (29) and in the Netherlands (migrants from Asian and African 
origins had higher rates of H. Pylori infection and atrophic gastritis) (30), corroborate our 
findings of higher risks observed in Indian, Pakistani and Bangladeshi groups. 
Gallstone disease and Pancreatitis 
Gallstone disease is very common and is responsible for many hospitalisations in developed 
countries (31). In the USA, the highest prevalence rates were found in Native Indians followed 
by Hispanic populations (32). There is, however, a lack of ethnicity data in European 
populations. The Health Survey for England 2004 on the Health of Minority Ethnic Groups (33) 
reports 41% and 79% of middle aged (35-54 year old) Pakistani women as respectively obese 
and overweight, which might partly explain the higher risk of gallstone disease admission in 
this population in Scotland. However, higher risks in Chinese men are more difficult to explain 
by known risk factors. Our findings require further confirmation in other population studies 
including risk factors data. 
Corresponding with data on gallstone disease, there is a lack of ethnic-specific data in the UK 
and Europe on pancreatitis. In the USA, the risk of pancreatitis was 2-3 fold higher among 
Blacks compared to Whites (34). Our findings of higher risks in Pakistani women in Scotland 
are novel and, given the high risk of gallstones too, this corroborates the causal links between 
gallstones and pancreatitis. The prevalence of chronic pancreatitis have been shown to be 
higher in India and Japan compared to western countries and China (35), but we were unable 
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to detect such differences in our study due to small numbers. Moderately lower risks in Other 
White British populations in Scotland could be linked to less alcohol consumption. 
Conclusion 
We have shown, for the first time in the UK, important ethnic variations in upper GI disorders; 
health inequalities by ethnic group. The patterns of ethnic variation are seen to be disease 
dependant, with the moderately sized differences (relative risks up to two-fold) compared to 
the White Scottish reference. In addition to variations between non-White minority groups, 
variations were also seen among White subgroups. These novel data on ethnicity are relevant 
not only to tackling inequalities, health policy and planning, but also as a mean of developing 
and refining hypotheses of the causes of upper GI diseases. 
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KEYPOINTS 
• Ethnic variations in upper GI disorders were found in the Scottish population using a 
retrospective cohort design combining hospitalisation and mortality data with reliable 
measures of ethnicity from national Census; health inequalities by ethnic group. 
• The pattern of upper GI disorders varied for each ethnic group, with some disorders being 
relatively more common and others less common e.g. Chinese populations had higher risks of 
peptic ulcer disease and lower risks for oesophagitis. 
• Ethnic variations were seen both among non-White and among White ethnic subgroups e.g. 
low-risk in other White British for peptic ulcer disease compared to White Scottish. 
• Future research, policy and planning will be able to draw upon these population-based data 
on ethnic variations to guide more patient centred, effective and efficient clinical care of upper 
GI diseases. 
 
 
Page 18 of 33
http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/ejph
Manuscripts submitted to European Journal of Public Health
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
For Review Only
19 
 
Reference List 
 
 (1)  Williams JG, Roberts SE, Ali MF, Cheung WY, Cohen DR, Demery G, et al. Gastroenterology 
services in the UK. The burden of disease, and the organisation and delivery of services for 
gastrointestinal and liver disorders: a review of the evidence. Gut 2007 Feb;56 Suppl 1:1-
113. 
 (2)  Higham J, Kang JY, Majeed A. Recent trends in admissions and mortality due to peptic ulcer 
in England: increasing frequency of haemorrhage among older subjects. Gut 2002 Apr 
1;50(4):460-4. 
 (3)  Kang JY, ELDERS A, Majeed A, MAXWELL JD, BARDHAN KD. Recent trends in hospital 
admissions and mortality rates for peptic ulcer in Scotland 1982ΓÇô2002. Alimentary 
Pharmacology & Therapeutics 2006 Jul 1;24(1):65-79. 
 (4)  Brown RC, Langman MJS, Lambert PM. Hospital admissions for peptic ulcer during 1958-72. 
BMJ 1976 Jan 3;1:35-7. 
 (5)  Lam S. Epidemiology and genetics of peptic ulcer. Gastroenterol Jpn 1993;28(5):145-57. 
 (6)  Bhopal R, Hayes L, White M, Unwin N, Harland J, Ayis S, et al. Ethnic and socio-economic 
inequalities in coronary heart disease, diabetes and risk factors in Europeans and South 
Asians. J Public Health Med 2002 Jun;24(2):95-105. 
 (7)  Bhopal RS, Bansal N, Steiner M, Brewster DH. Does the 'Scottish effect' apply to all ethnic 
groups? All-cancer, lung, colorectal, breast and prostate cancer in the Scottish Health and 
Ethnicity Linkage Cohort Study. BMJ Open 2012;2(5). 
 (8)  Bhopal RS, Bansal N, Fischbacher CM, Brown H, Capewell S. Ethnic variations in heart failure: 
Scottish Health and Ethnicity Linkage Study (SHELS). Heart 2012 Mar;98(6):468-73. 
 (9)  Fischbacher CM, Bhopal R, Povey C, Steiner M, Chalmers J, Mueller G, et al. Record linked 
retrospective cohort study of 4.6 million people exploring ethnic variations in disease: 
myocardial infarction in South Asians. BMC Public Health 2007;7:142. 
 (10)  Bhala N, Rosato M, Wild S, Bhopal R, Harding S. Peptic ulcer disease: further work is required 
to reduce inequalities. Lancet 2010 Feb 13;375(9714):553. 
 (11)  Ford AC, Forman D, Reynolds PD, Cooper BT, Moayyedi P. Ethnicity, Gender, and 
Socioeconomic Status as Risk Factors for Esophagitis and Barrett's Esophagus. American 
Journal of Epidemiology 2005 Sep 1;162(5):454-60. 
 (12)  Bhopal RS, Cezard G, Bansal N, Ward HJ, Bhala N. Ethnic variations in five lower 
gastrointestinal diseases: Scottish Health and Ethnicity Linkage Study. BMJ Open 
2014;4(10):e006120. 
 (13)  Bhopal R, Fischbacher C, Povey C, Chalmers J, Mueller G, Steiner M, et al. Cohort profile: 
Scottish health and ethnicity linkage study of 4.65 million people exploring ethnic variations 
in disease in Scotland. Int J Epidemiol 2011 Oct;40(5):1168-75. 
Page 19 of 33
http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/ejph
Manuscripts submitted to European Journal of Public Health
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
For Review Only
20 
 
 (14)  Fischbacher CM, Cezard G, Bhopal RS, Pearce J, Bansal N. Measures of socioeconomic 
position are not consistently associated with ethnic differences in cardiovascular disease in 
Scotland: methods from the Scottish Health and Ethnicity Linkage Study (SHELS). Int J 
Epidemiol 2014 Feb;43(1):129-39. 
 (15)  Boyd KM. Ethnicity and the ethics of data linkage. BMC Public Health 2007;7:318. 
 (16)  Neumann CS, Cooper BT. Ethnic differences in gastro-oesophageal reflux disease. European 
Journal of Gastroenterology & Hepatology 1999;11(7). 
 (17)  Loffeld SM, Loffeld RJ. Changing morbidity pattern in oesophagus, stomach and duodenum 
in Turkish patients: a time-trend analysis. Neth J Med 2010 Jun;68(6):280-4. 
 (18)  Kang JY. Systematic review: geographical and ethnic differences in gastro-oesophageal reflux 
disease. Aliment Pharmacol Therapy 2004;20:705-17. 
 (19)  Zarling EJ. A review of reflux esophagitis around the world. World J Gastroenterol 
1998;4(4):280-4. 
 (20)  El-Serag HB, Johanson JF. Risk Factors for the Severity of Erosive Esophagitis in Helicobacter 
pylori -Negative Patients with Gastroesophageal Reflux Disease. Scand J Gastroenterol 2002 
Jan 1;37(8):899-904. 
 (21)  Mahadeva S, Raman MC, Ford AC, Follows M, Axon ATR, GOH KL, et al. Gastro-oesophageal 
reflux is more prevalent in Western dyspeptics: a prospective comparison of British and 
South-East Asian patients with dyspepsia. Alimentary Pharmacology & Therapeutics 2005 
Jun 1;21(12):1483-90. 
 (22)  El-Serag HB, Sonnenberg A. Opposing time trends of peptic ulcer and reflux disease. Gut 
1998 Sep 1;43(3):327-33. 
 (23)  Feinstein LB, Holman RC, Yorita Christensen KL, Steiner CA, Swerdlow DL. Trends in 
hospitalizations for peptic ulcer disease, United States, 1998-2005. Emerging Infectious 
Diseases 2010 Sep;16(9):1410-8. 
 (24)  Torab FC, Amer M, Abu-Zidan FM, Branicki FJ. Perforated peptic ulcer: different ethnic, 
climatic and fasting risk factors for morbidity in Al-ain medical district, United Arab Emirates. 
Asian Journal Of Surgery / Asian Surgical Association 2009 Apr;32(2):95-101. 
 (25)  GOH KL. Prevalence of and risk factors for Helicobacter pylori infection in a multi-racial 
dyspeptic Malaysian population undergoing endoscopy. Journal of Gastroenterology and 
Hepatology 1997 Jun 1;12(6):S29-S35. 
 (26)  Kang JY, LABROOY SJ, YAP I, GUAN R, LIM KP, MATH V, et al. Racial differences in peptic ulcer 
frequency in Singapore. Journal of Gastroenterology and Hepatology 1987 Jun 1;2(3):239-44. 
 (27)  Irwin J, Ferguson R, Weilert F, Smith A. Incidence of upper gastrointestinal haemorrhage in 
Maori and New Zealand European ethnic groups, 2001-2010. Intern Med J 2014 
Aug;44(8):735-41. 
 (28)  Fischbacher CM, Blackwell CC, Bhopal R, Ingram R, Unwin NC, White M. Serological evidence 
of Helicobacter pylori infection in UK South Asian and European populations: implications for 
gastric cancer and coronary heart disease. J Infect 2004 Feb;48(2):168-74. 
Page 20 of 33
http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/ejph
Manuscripts submitted to European Journal of Public Health
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
For Review Only
21 
 
 (29)  Sasidharan S, Uyub AM, Azlan AA. Further evidence of ethnic and gender differences for 
Helicobacter pylori infection among endoscoped patients. Trans R Soc Trop Med Hyg 2008 
Dec;102(12):1226-32. 
 (30)  de Vries AC, Van Driel HF, Richardus JH, Ouwendijk M, Van Vuuren AJ, De Man RA, et al. 
Migrant communities constitute a possible target population for primary prevention of 
Helicobacter pylori-related complications in low incidence countries. Scand J Gastroenterol 
2008;43(4):403-9. 
 (31)  Beckingham IJ. Gallstone disease. BMJ 2001 Jan 13;322. 
 (32)  Shaffer EA. Epidemiology of gallbladder stone disease. Best Practice & Research Clinical 
Gastroenterology 2006;20(6):981-96. 
 (33)  Sproston K, Indell J. Health Survey for England 2004: The Health of Minority Ethnic Groups. 
London: HMSO 2006. 
 (34)  Yadav D, Lowenfels AB. The Epidemiology of Pancreatitis and Pancreatic Cancer. 
Gastroenterology 144[6], 1252-1261. 1-5-2013.  
 
 (35)  Garg PK. Chronic Pancreatitis in India and Asia. Curr Gastroenterol Rep 2012;14(2):118-24. 
 
 
Page 21 of 33
http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/ejph
Manuscripts submitted to European Journal of Public Health
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
For Review Only
22 
 
Table 1. Age adjusted rates per 100,000 population (PY) and relative risks (RR) for first oesophagitis hospital admission or death, for the population > 20 years by sex 
and ethnic group. RRs are age, Scottish Index for Multiple Deprivation (SIMD) and Country of Birth (COB) adjusted, with 95% confidence intervals. 
Ethnic group 
First 
oesophagitis  
PY at risk 
Age-adjusted rates 
(for 100,000 PY) 
 
 
 
 
Age adjusted 
RR and 95% CI 
 
Age and SIMD 
adjusted 
RR and 95% CI 
 
Age and COB adjusted 
RR and 95% CI 
 
Age, SIMD and COB 
adjusted 
RR and 95% CI 
MEN 
White Scottish 45468 11757152 386.7  100.0  
 
100.0  100.0  
 
100.0  
Other White British 3230 1059318 381.8  98.7 (89.5, 108.9) 104.9 (94.2, 116.8) 87.4 (78.2, 97.8) 94.8 (84.5, 106.4) 
White Irish 573 143252 492.4  127.3 (114.7, 141.3) 121.9 (107.6, 138.1) 112.1 (99.2, 126.7) 109.7 (96.0, 125.3) 
Other White 386 175071 321.3  83.1 (72.0, 95.8) 85.8 (74.8, 98.4) 86.3 (73.6, 101.2) 88.6 (77.2, 101.8) 
Any Mixed Background 40 17433 415.4  107.4 (81.8, 141.1) 105.3 (77.7, 142.7) 101.6 (78.4, 131.5) 100.3 (74.6, 134.9) 
Indian 75 35114 348.1  90.0 (69.3, 117.0)  97.2 (76.1, 124.3) 95.1 (74.1, 122.0) 101.8 (80.9, 128.2) 
Pakistani 176 63708 486.7  125.9 (104.5, 151.5) 126.0 (102.7, 154.5) 132.9 (106.9, 165.2) 132.1 (108.2, 161.1) 
Bangladeshi 13 4076 562.0  145.3 (104.2, 202.7) 145.3 (91.9, 229.8) 155.2 (104.0, 231.7) 153.3 (96.5, 243.5) 
Other South Asian 33 13415 410.1  106.0 (71.3, 157.8) 106.2 (76.5, 147.3) 112.0 (74.0, 169.4) 111.0 (80.1, 153.7) 
Carribean 9 4214 332.9  86.1 (55.5, 133.6) 84.1 (44.9, 157.5) 86.1 (51.3, 144.3) 84.1 (45.9, 154.0) 
African 16 11189 283.6  73.3 (49.7, 108.1) 71.1 (43.4, 116.5) 78.3 (58.3, 105.0) 75.2 (46.4, 121.9) 
Black Scottish or Other 
Black 10 2160 688.2  178.0 (103.6, 305.08) 163.7 (92.2, 290.8) 168.5 (97.4, 291.4) 156.2 (86.8, 281.1) 
Chinese 47 34763 227.5  58.8 (46.3, 74.8) 61.4 (46.8, 80.6) 63.5 (50.2, 80.2) 65.4 (50.9, 83.9) 
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Ethnic group 
First 
oesophagitis  
PY at risk 
Age-adjusted rates 
(for 100,000 PY) 
 
 
 
 
Age adjusted 
RR and 95% CI 
 
Age and SIMD 
adjusted 
RR and 95% CI 
 
Age and COB adjusted 
RR and 95% CI 
 
Age, SIMD and COB 
adjusted 
RR and 95% CI  
WOMEN 
White Scottish 47815 13507393 354.0  100.0  
 
100.0  100.0  
 
100.0  
Other White British 3264 1161344 299.4  84.6 (76.7, 93.3) 89.0 (79.4, 99.8) 82.7 (73.7, 92.8) 89.1 (79.1, 100.4) 
White Irish 638 163816 376.2  106.3 (94.7, 119.2) 101.0 (89.0, 114.6) 103.7 (90.6, 118.7) 101.1 (88.3, 115.8) 
Other White 435 212270 255.1  72.1 (63.9, 81.2) 74.9 (64.3, 87.2) 72.8 (63.8, 83.0) 74.9 (64.8, 86.5) 
Any Mixed Background 46 21787 317.3  89.6 (74.1, 108.4) 87.1 (68.6, 110.6) 88.8 (69.1, 114.1) 87.2 (67.0, 113.4) 
Indian 86 31331 410.2  115.9 (101.5, 132.4) 123.5 (98.1, 155.4) 117.2 (97.4, 141.1) 123.4 (97.6, 156.0) 
Pakistani 172 62923 468.2  132.3 (115.4, 151.6) 131.2 (112.9, 152.5) 133.7 (113.0, 158.1) 131.1 (112.1, 153.4) 
Bangladeshi 13 3121 733.4  207.2 (132.9, 323.1) 209.2 (127.6, 342.9) 209.4 (129.4, 339.0) 209.1 (124.3, 351.7) 
Other South Asian 28 10758 381.0  107.6 (83.8, 138.3) 106.0 (74.0, 151.8) 108.2 (84.2, 139.0) 105.9 (73.1, 153.4) 
Carribean 16 4531 483.2  136.5 (96.3, 193.5) 137.4 (88.4, 213.8) 136.5 (86.8, 214.7) 137.4 (84.6, 223.3) 
African 13 8467 274.8  77.6 (62.1, 96.9) 74.7 (45.7, 122.2) 78.5 (55.7, 110.7) 74.6 (46.0, 121.1) 
Black Scottish or Other 
Black 7 2401 354.0  100.0 (58.1, 172.2) 93.5 (46.9, 186.5) 98.8 (53.3, 183.2) 93.5 (49.3, 177.5) 
Chinese 57 36272 234.8  66.3 (50.7, 86.7) 69.3 (54.2, 88.6) 67.4 (51.6, 88.1) 69.3 (54.5, 88.0) 
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Table 2. Age adjusted rates per 100,000 population year (PY) and relative risks (RR) for first peptic ulcer hospital admission or death, for the population > 20 years by 
sex and ethnic group. RRs are age, Scottish Index for Multiple Deprivation (SIMD) and Country of Birth (COB) adjusted, with 95% confidence intervals. 
 
Ethnic group 
First 
peptic 
ulcer 
event 
PY at risk 
Age-adjusted rates 
(for 100,000 PY) 
 
 
 
Age adjusted 
RR and 95% CI 
Age and SIMD 
adjusted 
RR and 95% CI 
Age and COB adjusted 
RR and 95% CI 
Age, SIMD and COB 
adjusted 
RR and 95% CI 
MEN 
White Scottish 21323 11856156 
 
179.8  100.0  
 
100.0  100.0  
 
100.0  
Other White British 1278 1067503 132.7  73.8 (63.1, 86.4) 79.8 (70.4, 90.4) 66.2 (56.3, 77.9) 74.0 (64.2, 85.3) 
White Irish 301 144277 222.6  123.8 (101.7, 150.6) 113.8 (94.6, 136.8) 110.4 (89.7, 136.0) 105.0 (86.1, 128.1) 
Other White 183 175994 137.1  76.3 (67.0, 86.7) 78.6 (67.8, 91.1) 79.3 (68.6, 91.7) 80.9 (69.4, 94.3) 
Any Mixed Background 22 17513 226.4  125.9 (86.2, 183.8) 120.6 (80.2, 181.4) 119.7 (87.7, 163.4) 116.2 (77.3, 174.5) 
Indian 32 35309 145.1  80.7 (54.2, 120.2) 89.1 (63.3, 125.4) 85.9 (60.5, 121.9) 93.1 (67.3, 128.6) 
Pakistani 53 64202 148.2  82.4 (71.0, 95.6) 81.8 (62.8, 106.5) 87.6 (71.6, 107.3) 85.6 (64.1, 114.3) 
Other South Asian 26 17600 256.0  142.4 (120.0, 168.9) 141.2 (107.0, 186.3) 149.8 (105.4, 213.0) 146.0 (106.8, 199.6) 
African origin 11 17650 117.0  65.0 (51.5, 82.2) 60.7 (37.4, 98.5) 66.9 (49.9, 89.7) 61.8 (38.7, 98.8) 
Chinese 57 34733 279.2  155.3 (121.9, 197.8) 162.3 (126.6, 207.9) 167.2 (136.0, 205.7) 171.0 (131.4, 222.5) 
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Ethnic group 
First 
peptic 
ulcer 
event 
PY at risk 
Age-adjusted rates 
(for 100,000 PY) 
 
 
 
Age adjusted 
RR and 95% CI 
Age and SIMD 
adjusted 
RR and 95% CI 
 
Age and COB adjusted 
RR and 95% CI 
Age, SIMD and COB 
adjusted 
RR and 95% CI 
WOMEN 
White Scottish 19502 13624237 143.1  100.0  
 
100.0  100.0  
 
100.0  
Other White British 1163 1170024 111.3  77.8 (64.7, 93.5) 83.4 (71.8, 96.8) 72.1 (59.0, 88.1) 79.9 (67.8, 94.2) 
White Irish 317 165235 184.7  129.0 (110.2, 151.1) 118.2 (99.4, 140.5) 118.9 (99.2, 142.6) 113.0 (93.4, 136.6) 
Other White 169 213571 106.5  74.4 (56.6, 97.8) 77.9 (63.7, 95.2) 77.4 (60.5, 98.8) 79.6 (65.4, 96.8) 
Any Mixed Background 13 21927 101.1  70.6 (41.7, 119.6) 67.0 (41.1, 109.2) 68.2 (37.9, 122.7) 65.6 (38.1, 112.9) 
Indian 17 31631 97.6  68.2 (47.3, 98.3) 73.9 (50.8, 107.6) 71.4 (46.4, 109.9) 75.8 (50.8, 113.3) 
Pakistani 49 63384 167.5  117.0 (91.1, 150.2) 115.4 (90.9, 146.4) 122.4 (97.7, 165.1) 118.4 (91.4, 153.5) 
Other South Asian 18 13984 233.7  163.3 (123.8, 215.2) 159.0 (99.2, 255.0) 166.3 (106.1, 260.5) 160.5 (101.8, 252.9) 
African origin 14 15529 167.9  117.3 (63.4, 216.9) 112.1 (66.1, 189.9) 118.3 (68.3, 204.9) 112.6 (63.8, 199.0) 
Chinese 32 36393 159.4  111.4 (78.6, 157.8) 117.0 (80.1, 171.0) 118.5 (78.8, 178.1) 121.2 (82.5, 177.8) 
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Table 3. Age adjusted rates per 100,000 population year (PY) and relative risks (RR) for first gallstones hospital admission or death, for the population > 20 years by sex 
and ethnic group. RRs are age, Scottish Index for Multiple Deprivation (SIMD) and Country of Birth (COB) adjusted with 95% confidence intervals. 
 
Ethnic group 
First 
gallstones 
event 
PY at risk 
Age-adjusted rates 
(for 100,000 PY) 
 
 
 
 
Age adjusted 
RR and 95% CI 
 
Age and SIMD 
adjusted 
RR and 95% CI 
 
Age and COB adjusted 
RR and 95% CI 
 
**Age, SIMD and COB 
adjusted 
RR and 95% CI 
MEN 
White Scottish 24433 11853134 206.1  100.0  
 
100.0  100.0  
 
100.0  
Other White British 1907 1065238 197.5  95.8 (86.8, 105.7) 98.8 (88.8, 109.9) 89.5 (80.4, 99.6) 93.5 (82.8, 105.7) 
White Irish 295 144469 216.7  105.1 (93.0, 118.8) 101.4 (87.3, 117.7) 97.9 (85.8, 111.6) 95.7 (81.4, 112.6) 
Other White 264 175746 199.6  96.8 (81.5, 115.1) 98.0 (83.9, 114.6) 99.2 (83.1, 118.4) 100.0 (85.3, 117.3) 
Any Mixed Background 30 17497 313.8  152.2 (97.6, 237.5) 149.5 (100.2, 223.1) 147.6 (99.2, 219.4) 145.7 (96.7, 219.6) 
Indian 36 35270 164.4  79.7 (64.5, 98.5) 83.2 (65.5, 105.5) 82.9 (67.5, 101.9) 85.8 (67.7, 108.9) 
Pakistani 80 64188 225.0  109.1 (85.2, 139.8) 108.8 (88.2, 134.2) 113.6 (87.7, 147.1) 112.4 (89.9, 140.6) 
Other South Asian 16 17632 158.0  76.6 (59.6, 98.6) 76.5 (49.9, 117.4) 79.1 (58.1, 107.7) 78.4 (49.9, 123.4) 
African origin 14 17628 149.5  72.5 (43.7, 120.4) 70.5 (45.7, 108.8) 73.8 (44.4, 122.9) 71.5 (44.3, 115.4) 
Chinese 56 34756 275.9  133.8 (116.1, 154.2) 136.4 (102.3, 181.8) 140.2 (117.5, 167.2) 141.6  (105.9, 189.2) 
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Ethnic group 
First 
gallstones 
event 
PY at risk 
Age-adjusted rates 
(for 100,000 PY) 
 
 
 
 
Age adjusted 
RR and 95% CI 
 
Age and SIMD 
adjusted 
RR and 95% CI 
 
Age and COB adjusted 
RR and 95% CI 
 
Age, SIMD and COB 
adjusted 
RR and 95% CI 
WOMEN 
White Scottish 54754 13489747 405.9  100.0  
 
100.0  100.0  
 
100.0  
Other White British 3841 1159683 400.6  98.7 (91.1, 106.9) 102.5 (95.7, 109.9) 93.2 (85.8, 101.2) 98.5 (91.3, 106.2) 
White Irish 655 163958 456.7  112.5 (101.2, 125.1) 107.8 (99.0, 117.3) 105.8 (94.9, 118.0) 103.2 (94.2, 113.0) 
Other White 576 211812 358.0  88.2 (75.2, 103.4) 90.8 (81.2, 101.6) 90.9 (78.7, 105.2) 92.8 (82.9, 103.9) 
Any Mixed Background 54 21787 357.1  88.0 (63.9, 121.1) 85.8 (69.9, 105.3) 86.0 (64.0, 115.5) 84.4 (68.2, 104.3) 
Indian 89 31328 410.0  101.0 (78.1, 130.6) 106.0 (84.9, 132.5) 103.5 (81.1, 132.1) 107.9 (87.1, 133.6) 
Pakistani 214 62803 521.3  128.4 (116.3, 141.9) 126.6 (113.3, 141.4) 131.3 (115.4, 149.4) 128.6 (112.1, 147.6) 
Other South Asian 39 13909 406.1  100.0 (65.0, 154.0) 98.7 (74.7, 130.5) 102.1 (66.4, 157.1) 100.1 (75.5, 132.8) 
African origin 38 15413 359.9  88.7 (67.6, 116.2) 85.5 (66.8, 109.6) 89.8 (65.7, 122.9) 86.4 (65.1, 114.5) 
Chinese 95 36134 379.7  93.5 (73.7, 118.7) 96.9 (80.1, 117.3) 97.7 (78.1, 122.2) 100.0 (82.1, 121.8) 
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Table 4. Age adjusted rates per 100,000 population year (PY) and relative risks (RR) for first pancreatitis hospital admission or death, for the population > 20 years by 
sex and ethnic group. RRs are age, Scottish Index for Multiple Deprivation (SIMD) and Country of Birth (COB) adjusted, with 95% confidence intervals. 
 
 
 
Ethnic group 
First 
pancreatitis 
event 
PY at risk 
Age-adjusted rates 
(for 100,000 PY) 
 
 
 
 
Age adjusted 
RR and 95% CI 
 
Age and SIMD 
adjusted 
RR and 95% CI 
 
Age and COB adjusted 
RR and 95% CI 
 
Age, SIMD and COB 
adjusted 
RR and 95% CI 
MEN 
White Scottish 7615 11908706 63.9  100.0  
 
100.0  100.0  
 
100.0  
Other White British 428 1070471 46.8  73.1 (62.0, 86.2) 78.7 (67.1, 92.4) 64.4 (53.4, 77.7) 71.0 (58.9, 85.4) 
White Irish 101 145093 79.9  124.9 (103.9, 150.2) 115.0 (91.2, 145.1) 109.1 (88.3, 134.8) 103.0 (80.0, 132.7) 
Other White 78 176355 59.9  93.7 (68.3, 128.6) 96.5 (74.1, 125.7) 102.4 (75.6, 138.9) 103.9 (80.6, 134.0) 
Any Mixed Background 10 17559 94.5  147.7 (90.1, 242.3) 140.8 (80.0, 247.7) 141.9 (87.5, 230.3) 135.8 (76.0, 242.7) 
Indian 18 35336 76.5  119.6 (76.3, 187.5) 131.6 (84.4, 205.2) 134.0 (89.8, 199.8) 144.2 (91.7, 226.8) 
Pakistani 20 64367 50.0  78.1 (51.5, 118.6) 76.8 (53.4, 110.5) 87.4 (58.8, 129.9) 84.4 (57.9, 123.2) 
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Ethnic group 
First 
pancreatitis 
event 
PY at risk 
Age-adjusted rates 
(for 100,000 PY) 
 
 
 
 
Age adjusted 
RR and 95% CI 
 
Age and SIMD 
adjusted 
RR and 95% CI 
 
Age and COB adjusted 
RR and 95% CI 
 
Age, SIMD and COB 
adjusted 
RR and 95% CI 
WOMEN 
White Scottish 8127 13668464 59.5  100.0  
 
100.0  100.0  
 
100.0  
Other White British 515 1172400 49.5  83.2 (71.5, 96.9) 87.5 (76.3, 100.4) 84.3 (71.6, 99.3) 90.4 (76.9, 106.3) 
White Irish 81 166077 49.6  83.5 (69.6, 100.1) 78.4 (63.7, 96.5) 84.7 (69.3, 103.4) 81.2 (64.9, 101.7) 
Other White 71 213849 42.3  71.1 (55.1, 91.6) 73.7 (56.6, 95.9) 70.3 (54.1, 91.3) 71.6 (54.5, 94.1) 
Any Mixed Background 11 21946 73.5  123.6 (75.2, 203.1) 119.2 (76.2, 186.7) 124.0 (75.4, 203.8) 120.4 (73.8, 196.4) 
Indian 15 31649 71.4  120.0 (89.0, 161.8) 127.6 (85.6, 190.4) 118.7 (84.1, 167.7) 124.3 (81.8, 188.9) 
Pakistani 35 63485 91.1  153.3 (130.3, 180.2) 150.9 (114.6, 198.8) 151.7 (123.3, 186.6) 147.1 (108.8, 198.8) 
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Appendix table 1: Strength of association between 8 socio-economic indicators and the incidence of upper GI diseases for each sex and ethic group  
Sex and ethnic group  SIMD 
Highest 
qualification 
(individual) 
Highest 
qualification 
(household)* 
NS-SeC 
(individual)** 
NS-SeC 
(household)* Car Owership 
Household 
Tenure 
Activity last 
week 
  quantitative quantitative quantitative quantitative quantitative 1+ vs. 0 
Owned vs. 
Rented 
Working vs. 
Inactive 
MEN         
White Scottish 13.1 [11.2;14.9] 22.7 [17.4;27.7] 20.6 [14.7;26] 15.5 [12.7;18.2] 16 [13.6;18.4] 31 [24.5;37] 31 [24.4;37] 46 [38.3;52.7] 
Other White British 14.1 [11.3;16.9] 23.4 [18.9;27.7] 23.5 [19.7;27.2] 17.4 [15.3;19.3] 18.1 [14.7;21.3] 26.3 [19.7;32.5] 26.8 [18.1;34.5] 38.6 [30.7;45.6] 
White Irish 17.2 [12.7;21.4] 28.8 [21.3;35.6] 22.4 [10.2;32.9] 24.6 [19.4;29.6] 21.1 [14.2;27.5] 27.2 [8.5;41.9] 37.3 [22.6;49.2] 48 [32.1;60.2] 
Other White 15.3 [10.7;19.7] 19.3 [13.8;24.5] 20 [13.7;25.8] 17.8 [12.6;22.8] 21 [17.3;24.5] 23.2 [12.1;32.9] 12.9 [0;24.2] 42.2 [30.6;52] 
Any Mixed Background 19.7 [8.5;29.5] 25.2 [0.5;43.7] 31.5 [9.5;48.1] 31.3 [17.9;42.6] 29.5 [20.5;37.6] 29.4 [8.9;45.3] 39.6 [24.8;51.5] 48.1 [45.8;50.3] 
Indian 9.5 [2;16.5] 15.2 [-2.3;29.7] 11.9 [-5;26.1] 21.1 [-1.5;38.7] 15.7 [1.7;27.6] 18.6 [-7.2;38.1] -18.5 [-48.7;5.5] 38.3 [34.6;41.9] 
Pakistani 7.7 [3;12.2] 12.4 [-7;28.3] 4.2 [-11.7;17.7] 3 [-8.3;13.3] 7 [2.5;11.3] -18.4 [-34;-4.5] 22 [3.9;36.7] 20.9 [-4.2;39.9] 
Other South Asian 12.3 [6.3;18] 16.8 [5.8;26.5] 21.7 [10.9;31.3] 0.4 [-17.3;15.5] 4.2 [-5.7;13.2] -2 [-31.7;21] 11.3 [-26;37.6] 3 [-31.3;28.5] 
Black 12.9 [5.3;19.9] 43.2 [35.2;50.2] 30.5 [21;38.8] 10.1 [-7.5;24.9] 13.3 [-1.5;26] 31.1 [15.6;43.7] 53.1 [44.1;60.7] 44.7 [15.2;64] 
Chinese 1.2 [-6.5;8.3] 26.9 [6.4;42.9] 22 [8.3;33.7] 12.7 [0.5;23.4] 11.5 [2.9;19.4] 14.3 [0.9;25.8] 25.6 [3.2;42.8] -20.2 [-68.5;14.2] 
         
WOMEN 
White Scottish 13.1 [11.4;14.8] 23.2 [18.5;27.6] 20.5 [15.8;24.9] 16.3 [13.9;18.7] 16.7 [14.6;18.7] 22.5 [18.8;26.1] 27.7 [22.3;32.7] 37.7 [33.4;41.8] 
Other White British 15.4 [12.9;17.9] 25.9 [19.8;31.6] 25.3 [18.5;31.6] 17.7 [13.5;21.7] 20.9 [16.7;24.8] 21 [15.1;26.4] 24.1 [16.8;30.8] 29.1 [25.2;32.9] 
White Irish 13.2 [10;16.3] 19.5 [13.8;24.9] 20 [14.4;25.2] 15.8 [9.7;21.5] 18 [14.7;21.3] 18.4 [12.6;23.8] 21.9 [7.7;33.8] 37.8 [28.5;45.8] 
Other White 17.5 [13.4;21.4] 22.8 [19.1;26.4] 22.4 [16.4;28] 16.2 [9;22.8] 18.1 [11.7;23.9] 20.6 [8.5;31] 14.6 [1.7;25.9] 36.1 [31.2;40.6] 
Any Mixed Background 16.7 [11.6;21.5] 17.4 [0.7;31.2] 29.1 [19.9;37.3] 5.4 [-9;18.1] 18 [10;25.2] 26.1 [1.2;44.8] 26.6 [14.6;36.9] 36.7 [30.6;42.3] 
Indian 1.5 [-3.4;6.3] 25.3 [13.6;35.3] 15 [-0.5;28.2] 13.3 [3;22.5] 4.9 [-3.5;12.6] -33.2 [-82.1;2.5] -27.5 [-59.9;-1.5] 27.6 [8;43] 
Pakistani 4 [-1.9;9.5] 29.1 [23;34.8] 13.1 [6.5;19.2] 15 [10.6;19.3] 3.9 [-2.5;10] -3.5 [-16.7;8] 12.7 [-3.9;26.7] 23.3 [19;27.5] 
Other South Asian 2.5 [-4.3;9] 28.2 [13.3;40.5] 20.7 [8.5;31.2] 15.4 [-5.2;32.1] 19.4 [7.2;30.1] 9.5 [-1.8;19.5] 5.8 [-19.6;25.8] 43.8 [29;55.6] 
Black 9.8 [0.5;18.3] 26.3 [17.3;34.3] 36.4 [31.1;41.3] 15.6 [5.7;24.4] 15.3 [5.7;23.9] 0.2 [-22.8;19.1] 11.7 [0.5;21.6] 16.7 [6.4;25.9] 
Chinese 13.7 [5;21.4] 43.3 [35.7;50.1] 33.1 [15.5;47.1] 22.8 [14.5;30.3] 21 [13.3;28] 30.9 [17.7;42.1] 25.3 [6.3;40.4] 40 [29.6;48.9] 
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Appendix table 2: Socio-demographic profile of the linked Census population by sex 
 
WOMEN        
White Scottish 2138643 41 (24) 99.1 21.3 19.2 23.8 30.4 
Other White British 174748 44 (21) 95.0 8.2 28.9 40.8 43.6 
White Irish 23162 49 (21) 98.6 20.1 22.8 38.0 47.9 
Other White 35711 37 (21) 26.4 10.8 33.4 51.3 47.0 
Any Mixed Background 5799 24 (20) 74.5 18.7 27.3 37.8 40.0 
Indian 5888 30 (19) 51.1 9.6 39.0 40.7 32.5 
Pakistani 12702 26 (18) 60.5 15.4 24.6 22.8 12.8 
Other South Asian 2963 29 (20) 44.5 22.0 28.9 36.7 25.8 
African origin 3056 30 (18) 42.1 27.5 24.5 46.1 36.5 
Chinese 6672 31 (18) 33.9 12.1 39.1 33.3 23.9 
 
Sex and ethnic group N Age at Census Country of Birth SIMD Highest Qualification 
(individual) 
NS- SeC 
(individual) 
   (mean, STD) UK born (%) Most Deprived (%) Least Deprived (%) High (%) Managerial (%) 
MEN        
White Scottish 1949484 38 (22) 99.1 20.1 19.8 24.4 45.6 
Other White British 160235 42 (20) 95.3 8.0 29.6 48.4 64.3 
White Irish 20341 45 (20) 98.4 22.2 21.7 36.8 57.3 
Other White 29944 36 (21) 30.5 12.4 32.6 49.2 63.6 
Any Mixed Background 5310 21 (18) 76.0 19.7 26.1 36.8 56.2 
Indian 6448 31 (19) 48.4 9.7 38.5 50.9 55.1 
Pakistani 12929 27 (19) 58.0 15.8 24.8 26.5 31.9 
Other South Asian 3549 29 (19) 38.9 24.2 28.3 46.4 43.5 
African origin 3277 30 (18) 39.9 27.6 22.4 52.4 56.8 
Chinese 6532 30 (18) 38.4 13.4 38.5 31.8 34.7 
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Appendix table 3. Age adjusted rates per 100,000 population year (PY) and relative risks for first gastritis hospital admission or death, for the population > 20 years by 
sex and ethnic group. RRs are age, Scottish Index for Multiple Deprivation (SIMD) and Country of Birth (COB) adjusted, with 95% confidence intervals. 
Ethnic group 
First 
gastritis 
event 
PY at risk 
Age-adjusted rates 
(for 100,000 PY) 
 
 
 
 
Age adjusted 
RR and 95% CI 
 
Age and SIMD 
adjusted 
RR and 95% CI 
 
Age and COB adjusted 
RR and 95% CI 
 
Age, SIMD and COB 
adjusted 
RR and 95% CI 
MEN 
White Scottish 57614 11712661 491.9  100.0  
 
100.0  100.0  
 
100.0  
Other White British 3860 1057152 393.1  79.9 (73.2, 87.3) 86.1 (78.0, 95.1) 72.9 (65.9, 80.7)  80.6 (72.5, 89.7) 
White Irish 779 142514 577.8  117.5 (105.4, 130.8) 111.6 (100.1, 124.4) 106.7 (94.5, 120.6) 104.1 (92.5, 117.1) 
Other White 531 174615 383.1  77.9 (66.5, 91.3) 81.1 (71.1, 92.5) 80.2 (68.0, 94.4) 82.8 (72.6, 94.4) 
Any Mixed Background 58 17369 518.2  105.4 (80.6, 137.6) 102.9 (78.8, 134.3) 101.1 (80.1, 127.6) 99.7 (77.3, 128.6) 
Indian 156 34802 628.2  127.7 (114.8, 142.1) 140.3 (116.8, 168.5) 133.2 (119.5, 148.4) 144.6 (119.0, 175.9) 
Pakistani 238 63513 564.0  114.7 (104.1, 126.3) 114.9 (100.4, 131.4) 119.5 (103.0, 138.7) 118.6 (102.1, 137.7) 
Bangladeshi 18 4056 670.4  136.3 (112.4, 165.2) 136.4 (83.9, 221.8) 143.1 (114.9, 178.3) 141.2 (86.0, 231.8) 
Other South Asian 50 13374 536.2  109.0 (83.2, 142.8) 109.3 (84.4, 141.5) 113.6 (85.2, 151.4) 112.5 (85.1, 148.7) 
Carribean 14 4198 450.6  91.6 (57.5, 146.0) 88.9 (56.0, 141.4) 91.7 (58.2, 144.5) 89.0 (55.3, 143.2) 
African 20 11159 307.4  62.5 (49.6, 78.8) 60.2 (39.7, 91.4) 65.6 (49.3, 87.3) 62.5 (40.4, 96.6) 
Black Scottish or Other 
Black 9 2153 542.4  110.3 (60.7, 200.3) 99.1 (55.8, 176.0) 105.7 (57.8, 193.1) 95.9 (50.8, 181.2) 
Chinese 106 34532 444.1  90.3 (79.2, 103.0) 95.0 (74.8, 120.7) 95.5 (81.3, 112.2) 99.0 (77.9, 125.9) 
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Ethnic group 
First 
gastritis 
event 
PY at risk 
Age-adjusted rates 
(for 100,000 PY) 
 
 
 
 
Age adjusted 
RR and 95% CI 
 
Age and SIMD 
adjusted 
RR and 95% CI 
 
Age and COB adjusted 
RR and 95% CI 
 
Age, SIMD and COB 
adjusted 
RR and 95% CI 
WOMEN 
White Scottish 70513 13418993 525.5  100.0  
 
100.0  100.0  
 
100.0  
Other White British 4695 1155422 412.6  78.5 (70.9, 87.0) 83.4 (76.0, 91.5) 75.8 (68.3, 84.1) 82.5 (75.0, 90.8) 
White Irish 967 162704 554.4  105.5 (94.0, 118.4) 99.8 (90.1, 110.7) 101.6 (90.1, 114.5) 98.8 (88.8, 109.9) 
Other White 695 211278 383.4  73.0 (63.0, 84.6) 76.4 (67.4, 86.7) 74.1 (64.0, 85.8) 76.8 (68.2, 86.4) 
Any Mixed Background 72 21723 453.8  86.4 (67.8, 109.9) 83.7 (66.0, 106.0) 85.1 (68.6, 105.6) 83.3 (65.8, 105.4) 
Indian 144 31101 626.8  119.3 (98.6, 144.3) 128.3 (109.6, 150.0) 121.3 (98.3, 149.7) 128.9 (108.7, 152.8) 
Pakistani 326 62262 794.2  151.1 (127.3, 179.4) 149.5 (126.9, 176.1) 153.6 (127.7, 184.6) 150.2 (128.7, 175.4) 
Bangladeshi 15 3118 745.5  141.9 (71.8, 280.5) 142.4 (86.2, 235.5) 144.3 (78.1, 266.5) 143.1 (87.3, 234.6) 
Other South Asian 40 10691 499.2  95.0 (71.6, 126.0) 93.5 (69.7, 125.4) 95.8 (71.3, 128.8) 93.7 (70.0, 125.5) 
Carribean 18 4544 498.5  94.9 (50.2, 179.2) 95.5 (56.7, 160.8) 94.8 (56.0, 160.4) 95.5 (59.0, 154.5) 
African 23 8429 430.4  81.9 (60.3, 111.3) 78.1 (56.2, 108.6) 83.5 (55.5, 125.6) 78.6 (55.1, 112.2) 
Black Scottish or Other 
Black 13 2382 618.0  117.6 (75.2,. 184.0) 109.2 (64.0, 186.3) 115.5 (74.6, 178.7) 108.6 (66.3, 178.1) 
Chinese 143 35922 540.2  102.8 (81.8, 129.1) 108.3 (91.7, 127.8) 105.5 (86.5, 128.6) 109.1 (92.0, 129.4) 
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